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Orientalism in light of the repercussions of the French campaign on Egypt
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1 2College of Basic Education, Sumer University, Thi-Qar, Iraq

Abstract

Egypt's geographical location overlooked the crossroads of East and West, in
addition to its enjoyment of an important position in the region due to its possession
of a long coast on the Mediterranean and the Red Sea, so it became the focus of
attention of Western countries, led by France, whose political influence in Europe
increased after the revolution of 1789, and perhaps the factor that pushed it To
interfere in the affairs of Egypt and occupy it, which we can consider as a factor that
tempted France to turn towards the east, especially since France was living in a stage
of military conflict with Britain, which urged European monarchies to overthrow the
French Revolution and save the king. That conflict reached its peak after the
execution of the king and the proclamation of the republic. in France.

Although France had defeated its enemies in Europe, Britain remained with arms
brandishing its face, relying on its geographical location that made it isolated from
the wars of the continent, as well as the strength of its naval force, which France has
no equal to, so the latter thought of fighting Britain in its colonies, which It is the
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source of its wealth and prestige, so it occupied Egypt in 1798, from which it set
out to the East, specifically India, which is considered the "pearl of the British
crown." Although this project failed politically and militarily, it left serious effects
on the life of Egypt and the East. Napoleon's campaign was considered one of the
main factors for the renaissance of the East, because of the civilizational
achievements that the region had not known vyet, and the manifestations of
Orientalism were manifested in it through the repercussions left by that campaign on
Egypt, so we found it more appropriate to study these aspects through the methods
and methods that Napoleon followed. During his campaign, in which the orientalist
motives of the French during that campaign were evident.

Keywords: Orientalism, the French campaign against Egypt, Napoleon Bonaparte.
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