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Cultural references in the poetry of Ahmed Al-Rikabi

An optional collection of poems, “The One Who Knows
the Secrets of Water”.

Asst. Professor. Dr. Muhammad Hassan Abbas AL-zaidi”

College of Literature, University of Wasit, Iraq

Abstract:

This research studies the cultural references in the work of the contemporary poet
Ahmed Al-Rikabi, the collection “The One Who Knows the Secrets of Water,” by
choice, and seeks to identify the cognitive (cultural) backgrounds that lie within the
folds of his creative texts. And revealing its types and circumstances, and the extent
of its influence on the poet’s texts.

The subject of this research required it to be held on two axes: The first axis dealt
with defining “cultural references” and establishing their meaning linguistically and
terminologically. Then, it began to shed light on the poet’s biography and his
creative output. In the second research axis, the researcher studied the most
important references that centered on the poet’s production and their influence on
his poems.

After theorizing the topic, the research began by dividing the references according
to the field to which they belong. There were “religious references “literary heritage
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references,” and “environmental references.” Under each of these names, there was
a group of sub-references that were imposed by research and review of Al-Rikabi’s
poetry collection. This was then followed by a list that included the sources and
references that the researcher relied on, and he referred to them. In preparing the
pages of this research.

Keywords: cultural, references, Ahmed, Al-Rikabi.
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