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Imamate and Caliphate (A study of its contract,
conditions and responsibilities in Islamic political
thought)

Professor Dr. Younis Abbas Naama **
! Babylon Center for Cultural and Historical Studies, University of Babylon , Iraq

Abstract:

The issue of caliphate occupied an important and prominent position in Islamic
political thought, and jurists are almost unanimous that the issue of caliphate is the
most important event in which Muslims disagreed after the death of the Messenger
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him and his family, and the focus of the
dispute was over who is more deserving of caliphate after the Messenger? Is
caliphate a legal duty or a rational duty? Is it possible to dispense with the caliphate?
What are the conditions that must be met by an Islamic ruler? This topic has
occupied jurists throughout the Islamic ages, and every Muslim sect and every sect
has a position regarding its conditions and everything related to them.

The research touched on the most important Islamic books that jurists agree are the
most important among the works presented by (the School of the Caliphs) on the
subject of caliphate and imamate, the first of which is the book of Abu al-Hasan Ali
bin Muhammad al-Mawardi (The Sultanic Provisions), which is considered one of
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the most important jurisprudential books that examine the rulings of the great
imamate and guardianship and what is related to them.

The second book (Al-Ahkam Al-Sultaniyyah) is by Judge Abu Ya’la Al-Farra’,
the third is the book of Abd al-Malik ibn Abdullah al-Juwayni (The Relief of
Nations in the Injustice Tides), the fourth is Tahrir al-Ahkam fi the Management of
the People of Islam by Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Jama’ah, the fifth
is The Feats of Compassionateness in the Milestones of the Caliphate by Ahmad ibn
Ali ibn Ahmad al-Fazari al-Qalgashandi, and the sixth is The Legal Policy of Tagi
al-Din Abu al-Abbas Ibn Taymiyyah al-Harrani al-Hanbali.

The research discussed the method of appointing the Caliph, his rights and powers,
the conditions that must be met by the Caliph, determining the people of the solution
and the contract, appointing the Crown Prince according to the principles and
conditions that must be met, and the rights and duties of the Caliph.

Keywords: Caliph, Sultanic rulings, Islam, Crown Prince Summary.
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