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Social Hierarchy in the Sassanian Royal Mentality: A
Sociological Study of the Class System in the Sassanian
Empire

Lecturer Dr. Adel Ajil Rawdan'”
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Abstract:

When talking about the Sassanian Empire that ruled for five centuries, we can
monitor the number of main data that contributed to organizing its work and
managing its affairs according to the theory and practice established by the
Sassanian kings. Perhaps the classes of society and their organization according to
the Sassanian royal vision was one of the most important pillars of the empire's
strength and the continuity of its continuity. The classes created by the Sassanian
kings represented a basic foundation according to a strict social hierarchy to
determine and clarify the function of each class and its role in the imperial structure.
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Therefore, the aim of this study was to clarify that organization in the mindset of the
Sassanian kings and how these kings dealt with society according to their vision,
which later turned into a tangible reality in which strict control was exercised over
those classes, their work, duties, rights, and their role in preserving this social
organization and applying it on the ground. The Sassanian kings' talk about these
classes clearly indicates their great value and importance in preserving the kingdom,
organizing the affairs of society, and preserving it, and that any defect or delay in
the work of these classes threatens the fate, stability, and security of the empire. In
light of this, the study was divided into an introduction and three axes. The first
dealt with the social hierarchy in the Sassanian royal perspective and the importance
of social classes in the continuity of the empire’s work. The second dealt with the
socio-social hierarchy and the manner in which the Sassanian kings divided those
classes according to certain determinants, in addition to the controls that regulated
the work of those classes. The third included a statement and detailing of those
classes from the highest to the lowest, with an analysis of the work of each class and
its role in the Sassanian social system. Then, these axes were followed by a
conclusion that established the most important results reached by this study

Keywords: Ardashir, classes, Sassanids, bracelets, Zoroastrianism.
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