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Pope Puis XI1 and his political role in Europe(1876-
1958)

Lecturer. Ghazi Eidan Radi'”
"Ministry of Education, Dhi Qar Education Directorate, Iraq

Abstract:

Pope Pius XII had a significant impact on European politics, given the Vatican's
religious standing within the Christian community. He began his political career by
rising through the ranks of the Vatican's diplomatic corps, eventually ascending to
the papal throne. What distinguishes Pius XlI's political role from that of other
popes is that he lived through both World Wars and the Cold War. During this
period, European countries witnessed military conflicts, and driven by his pastoral
responsibility, Pius XII played a paternal political role in these conflicts. This was
dictated by his religious position, as the societies involved in the two world wars
were predominantly Christian. Consequently, he adopted a neutral stance and sought
to propose peace initiatives from his appointment as Vatican ambassador to Berlin
in 1917 until his ascension to the papacy in 1939. However, during the Cold War,
the Pope abandoned the neutrality he had maintained throughout his political and
pastoral career, revealing his hostility towards the communist bloc and his
inclination towards the capitalist bloc. This also stemmed from his pastoral role,
which rejected atheistic principles. The Pope’s political role and diplomatic stances
were a consecration and extension of his religious role, meaning that his political
personality was formed from his doctrinal principles.

Keywords: Pius XII, Europe, Vatican.
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