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Jurisprudential and Usuli Foundations Influencing the
Affairs of the State in Imami Thought

Asst. Dr. Mustafa Zaki Yahya'"

'Shiite Endowment Directorate, Maysan, Iraq

Abstract:

This article presents a study of the jurisprudential (fighi) and usuli (legal-
theoretical) foundations employed by Imami jurisprudence and the legitimate ruler
(Waliyy al-Amr) in managing the affairs of the Islamic state. It focuses on deriving
legal rulings related to governance and politics based on scriptural texts, rational
principles, and contextual factors such as time and place. The study highlights the
significance of these foundations in realizing social justice and comprehensive
development.

The author addresses the critical issue of how Imam figh responds to contemporary
changes and emerging challenges, grounding the discussion in essential principles
such as the authority of reason (hujjiyyat al-‘aql), the role of temporal and spatial
contexts, and the concept of public interest and harm (maslahah wa mafsadah).
Emphasis is placed on the flexibility and enduring relevance of Islamic law,
distinguishing this analysis from earlier jurisprudential approaches that did not
sufficiently engage with dynamic modern realities.

Employing a critical-analytical methodology, the article surveys and evaluates
scholarly opinions, particularly drawing upon the legal philosophy of Imam
Ruhollah al-Khomeini as a paradigmatic example of jurisprudential adaptability.
The study concludes that legal reasoning grounded in both immutable and variable
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elements equips the Islamic state with a robust capacity to address contemporary
challenges and regulate society in a manner consistent with its evolving needs.

Ultimately, the research contributes to enriching the jurisprudential and usuli corpus
concerning the foundations of Islamic governance.

Keywords: Characteristics, Jurisprudential and Usuli Foundations, Influence, State
Affairs, Imami Thought+*-.
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