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Dramatic Poetry in the Efforts of Arab Scholars: A
Study in the Historicity of Literature

Sarah Salem Abd Zaid Madi'”
Asst. Prof. Dr. Abdullah Habib Kazem*”

'College of Education, University of Qadisiyah, Iraq

Abstract:

The efforts of Arab scholars have focused on a critical perspective on research
into the relationship between Arabic literature and theatre. These efforts have
attempted to address the main issues that have recently confronted Arabic theatre,
whether related to the written text in poetry or prose, or related to theatrical
representational effort, and to research the close relationship between them.. Since
these efforts sought to look far into the past for the Arabs, and the absence of theatre
in their literary arena, both in text and in representation, they had to investigate
every detail that could shed light on the existence of a theatre among the Arabs that
preceded modern theatre in terms of its structure and representation. Therefore, they
focused on the translation efforts of the Abbasid era, where Greek sciences,
knowledge and some of their literature were translated, but they lacked this aspect,
i.e. theatre. This is why scholars have searched in the early eras of the Arabs in their
pre-Islamic period, and also later in the Abbasid era, and they have stopped before
and after this, when there was a theater in Egypt or in Babylon, and in all of this
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they are between those who support the existence of theater among the Arabs,
relying on written phenomena such as the Magama, or theatrical phenomena such as
shadow play and others, and those who doubted this to the point of absolute denial
of the existence of theater among us in text and representation. The Arabs did not
know theatre in their early eras until the advent of the modern era and the emergence
of Maroun al-Naggash. These combined efforts were characterised by an objective,
critical outlook, taking into account causes and reasons, despite differing viewpoints

Keywords: Arab efforts, poetry, Theatrical, Historicism, Literature.
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