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The fate of ministers in the early Abbasid era (132-247
AH / 750-861 AD)

Professor Dr. Ata Salman Jassim Al-Agabi *

Lect.Dr. Marwa Moussa Ali &
'College of Education for Humanities, University of Wasit, Iraq

“College of Basic Education, University of Wasit , Iraq

Abstract:

This study demonstrates the importance and critical nature of the ministerial post,
a newly established and crucial administrative position upon which the Abbasid
state was founded. Its role became clearly defined during the Abbasid era,
undergoing significant changes. The minister acted as the caliph's representative in
managing state institutions, directly overseeing them, and striving for their
development. The ministry's function was incomplete in the preceding period. The
substantial development of the Islamic political system after the Abbasids assumed
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power had a profound impact on codifying the ministry's rules and establishing its
laws. Previously, the minister's role was more akin to that of an advisor. Each caliph
had his followers and courtiers, whom he consulted when needed for deliberation
and advice. Ministers faced various forms of hardship, and their fates were at the
mercy of the caliphs and their desires. Political interests, loyalty, service, and
sacrifice remained the primary factors in determining the ministers' powers. Most
ministers were subjected to persecution simply for suspected disloyalty or due to the
machinations and conspiracies of infiltrators, and they endured severe punishments.
Such as isolation, imprisonment, exile, torture, murder, and resignation from office
in exchange for saving oneself. The painful ends and tribulations that the ministers
were subjected to lead us to the fact that the Abbasid caliphs were very cautious and
suspicious of the men of the state, and they were very keen on their authority and
did not allow anyone to compete with them for it, no matter how competent and
knowledgeable he was, which made them more inclined towards tyranny and
oppression. We should not forget the intrigues of the men of the state, their
ambitions, and their competition for positions, which made them vulnerable to
humiliation and murder.

Keywords: Ministers, early Abbasid era, Baghdad.
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